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Reduces confusion, conflict, and emotional strain during an already difficult time
Clearly documents decisions so loved ones don’t have to guess

Protects your family from unnecessary stress

Probate can be expensive, slow, and public
Proper planning can transfer assets faster and more privately

Avoids or minimizes probate

Clearly defined beneficiaries reduce the risk of legal challenges
Helps avoid sibling conflicts, blended-family disputes, and second-marriage issues

Prevents family disputes

Allows you to name guardians if something happens to you
Prevents courts from making guardianship decisions

Protects minor children

Reduces legal fees, court costs, and administrative expenses
Helps ensure more of your assets go to your family—not attorneys or the state

Preserves wealth

Powers of attorney and healthcare directives ensure decisions are made by people you trust
Prevents court-appointed guardianship if you become incapacitated

Provides incapacity protection

Controls who receives your assets, when, and how
Prevents state laws—not you—from deciding your legacy

Ensures your wishes are followed

THE CRITERIA OF GOOD STATE PLANNING
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Ensures income continuity and access to assets
Helps avoid disinheritance or financial disruption

Protects surviving spouses

Allows for special needs trusts or controlled distributions
Prevents loss of government benefits for disabled heirs

Provides for special needs or vulnerable beneficiaries

Strategic planning can minimize estate and income tax exposure
Preserves multi-generational wealth

Reduces taxes (where applicable)

Supports causes you care about while potentially providing tax benefits
Creates a lasting legacy beyond your family

Allows charitable giving

Provides peace of mind
You know your family is protected
Your legacy is intentional—not accidental

Keeps your affairs private

Aligns wills, trusts, retirement accounts, insurance policies, and bank accounts
Prevents outdated or conflicting beneficiary instructions

Coordinates beneficiary designations

Avoids public court records that expose financial details
Protects family privacy and dignity

Bottom Line

**Estate planning is not about death—it’s about control, protection, and peace of mind.**

Without a plan, the state creates one for you—and it rarely aligns with what families actually want.
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ESTATE PLANNING
Locations of Vital Documents

PREPAIRED

Document
Adoption Papers

Annuities

Birth Certificates

CD Certificates

Checkbooks

Death Certificates

Deeds to Property

Divorce Papers

Durable Powers of Attorney

Immigration Papers

Installment Contracts

Last Will and Testament

Life Insurance Policies

Limited Partnership Papers

Living Will

Marriage Certificates

Medical Insurance Information

Military Discharge Papers

Military Pension Documents

Mobile Home Registration

Naturalization Papers

Oil & Gas Interest Forms

Passports

Promissory Notes

Property Tax Bills

Retirement Plan Statements

Revocable Living Trust

Social Security Cards

Stock & Bond Certificates

Tax Records

Time Share Deeds

Vehicle Registration
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Legal Disclosure

This document is provided for informational and organizational purposes only and does not constitute legal, tax, or accounting advice. Kollar Wealth Advisors, 
LLC is a registered investment adviser. Completion of this worksheet does not create an advisory or fiduciary relationship beyond those governed by a written 

advisory agreement. Clients should consult with qualified legal and tax professionals regarding their specific circumstances. No guarantees are made 
regarding the completeness or accuracy of information recorded by the client.

Location Key

A: ____________________    

B: ____________________    

C: ____________________    

D: ____________________

E: Does Not Exist 

Digital Passwords / Logins (Do not list passwords)

Location(s): _________________________________________________________

Funeral Instructions

Location(s): _________________________________________________________

Next Step
Use the Vital Documents Locator to get your documents in order.
Think about who you trust the most with your healthcare decisions.
Think about who you want to receive your assets.
Seek the expertise of a qualified estate planning professional.


